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Select Committee, and were prepared te
8it even fo-morrow night for that purpose.

Tue COLONIAYL SECRETARY
assured hon, members that he did not
imow the employees of the Printing
Office had a holiday yeaterday. He had
not been cousulted in regard to that
holiday, and by whose orders it had been
granted he could not aay.

Horw. R. 8. HAYNES: But what had
the printers been doing to-day, that they
could not print off the report?

Taeg COLONTAL SECRETARY said
he did not know. If his altention had
been drawn to the matter that morning,

he should have insisted on the report,

being printed in time. He would have
the matter strictly inquired into, and
would take care such a thing did not
occur again, or, if so, the offenders would
be visited with penal consequences.

Question put and passed, and the order
postponed.

SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT—FPOST-
. PONEMENT.

Order read, for consideration of Select
Committee’s Report.

Tae CoLoNiaL SECRETARY moved that
that the order be postponed until the
next sitling of the Honse.

How. R. 8. Havnes said he was afraid
there were so many Bills on the Notice
Paper for Tueaday, that this measure
would not be reached.

How. A. B. KipsoN protested most
strongly at the consideration of this Bill
being further postponed until Tuesday,
and eaid that if necessary the House
ought to meet on Monday to deal with it.

THE CoLoN1ar SeceETARY : There was
no business for Mondey, or he wounld
have proposed to meet on that dny.

Hon. B. §. Hayses: Monday was a
holiday.

Question put and passed, and the order
postponed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at half-past six
o'clock, until the next Tuesday.
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Kegialutibe Bssembly,
Thursday, 8th November, 1800.

Hampton Phiins Bailway Bill (private), Message as fo

wn YLands—Loan Estimstes, A printion

Me —Paplgrs resented —Lands Hesumption

Amendment Bill, &mncﬂ’s Amendments-—Annunl

Estimates, Committes of Supply, Railways vote

(resumed) passed, Division ; Works vote (progress)
—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chairat4-30
o'clock, p.m,

PRAYERS.

HAMPTON PLAINS RAILWAY BILL
(Pr1VvATR),
MEBSAGE, CBOWN LANDS,
Message from the Administrator
received and read, assenting on behalf of
Her Majesty to this Bill being proceeded
with, in so far as it affected Crown lands.

LOAN ESTIMATES,
AFPROPRIATION MEBSHAGE.

Losn Estimates presented, showing
expenditure out of loan fuuds proposed
for the year; also, Message from the
Administrator read, recommending appro-
priation for the same.

Ordered that the Message and Esti-
mates be considered at the next. silting.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Acclimatisation
Society Committee’s Report, annual; 2,
Auditing of Railway Accounts, Telegrams
from other Awustralian colonies.

Ordered to lie on the table.

LANDS BESUMPT{‘%N AMENDMERT
BILL.

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of two amendments in Clause
1, made by the Legislative Council, con-
sidered.

IN COMMITTEE.

On motion by the CoMMISSIONER OF
Crown Lawnps, the Council’'samendments
agreed to without debate.

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and Message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPFPLY.
Resumed from 6th November.
Rarrways AND Tramwavys DEPART-

weNT (Hon. B. C. Woeod, Commissioner).
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Vote — Railways
£840,571 :

Me. HOLMES: The object he had
in moving to report progress the other
night was to obtain certain information
from the Commissioner of Railways.

Tae Peemier: Move for a return.

Me. HOLMES: Returns had been
moved for by him, and questions asked
for the last six weeks, bui only evasive
answers were received, and now he was
further from obfaining the information
than at the starfing point. The reason
given for entering into the arrangements
for the purchase of water from the Jobson
company, to his mind, was that at the
time the Railway Department were pay-
ing £6,000 a week for water. We found
from the (Gteneral Manager’s report that
cutside the Jobson company the Railway
Department only paid £4,750 for water
for the whole year. 'We were told the
reason the Railway Department entered
into this swindle, for he could ecall it
nothing else, was that at that particular
stage the Government were paying £6,000
a week for water. This information about
the £6,000 a week for water was given
by the late Commissioner, and members
could find it on page 1145 of the pre-
sent Hansard. The late Commssioner
said that the figures which he (Mr.
Holmes) had quoted were not correct,
that the quantities of water pur-
chased were wrong. On page 1143 of
Hansard the Commissioner gave the cor-
rect figures. He said that the dam in

uestion was only capable of holding
,121,000 gallons of water, yet the return
laid on the table of the House showed
that 5,627,518 gallons of water were pur-
chased from the company.

Mgz. Pigsse: The dam was emptied ;
the raing then came and filled it, and it
was emptied a second time.

Mr. HOLMES: Another reason the
late Commissioner gave for enfering into
this contract would be found on the same
page of Hansard, and it was that the
whole of the supply of water was to be de-
livered within one month. Itwas a peculiar
coincidence that this particular dam on
the goldfields, which was capable of
holding 3,000,000 gallons of water, should
be filled in a month.

Tee PREMIER: It was very incon-
venient for members to ask for informa-
tion when they were spealking to matters

and  Tramways,
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before the House. If Ministers were
always on the alert, which he did not
suppose they were, they would not be
able to follow what members were askin

for; and the rules of the House provide

that if anyone wanted information there
were two ways of obtaining it—by asking
questions, or if papers and decuments
were to be supplied, to move a motion.
[t was the duty of Ministers to supply
the information as soon as possible, and
he could assure members that although
he had been sitting in the House all this
time, he was absolutely ignorant of what
the hon. member (Mr. Holmes) wanted.

Me.Houmes: Therighthon.gentleman
walked out every time,

Tae PREMIER: If the hon. member
were more polite, he (the Premier) might
stay, but since the hon. member was so
rude, he would not stay to listen to what
the hon. member had to say. If the hon.
member would ask for the information,
by motion or otherwise, the particulars
would be supplied in double-guick time.

Me. IriiveworTH: The information
had been asked for in the ordinary way.

Tae PREMIER : Then it had been
given. The parliamentary rule was
clear. If members asked for informa.
tion, and did not get what they wanted,
they should ask again. If members did
not put a. question sufficiently clearly, or
did not get the information desired, the
question could be put in another way,
which would make it more clear what was
desired. As far as the Government were
concerned, we had no object to keep back
information. The proceedings of the
Government were an open book for
everyone to look at, and as far as he (the
Premier) was concerned he would allow
anyone to see the whole of the proceed-
ings of the country, If he had anything
to hide, 1t would be a bad state of affairs.
If the hon. member would puton a piece
of paper, without a motion, what was
required, be (the Premier) would try and

et the information.

Me. HOLMES: A return had been
moved for by him, but the retwrn did not
furnish the particulars required. When
the House adjourned the other night, he
{Mr, Holmes) supplied the Comimesioner
with what was required, and he had told
the Commissioner if the returns on the
fable were compared with the General
Manager's report, it would be seen that
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there was & very gross mistake gome-
where : the two sets of figures did not
compare. In re to this matter of
water, when he (Mr. Holmes) was speak-
ing, the Premier interjected that the
Government were paying £1,000 a day
for water, and the late Commissioner,
following up that a ent, said the
amount wag about £6,000 a week.

Tae PremiER: That was the informa-
tion received.

Mr. HOLMES: At this particular
time the Gtovernment were paying £6,000
a week for water, whereas the General
Manager’s report showed that outside the
Jobson Company only £4,750 worth of
water had been supplied to the Govern-
ment. There was no doubt that the
Premier had been informed that the
Government were paying £1,000 a day
for water. He was not imputing any
motives to the Premier, but what he {Mr.
Holmes) complained of was that Ministers
took statements from some of their prin-
cipal officers without trying to verify them.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The returns which the hon.
member asked for were on the table of
the House, and were absolutely correct.
In regard to the department paying con-
siderably more to the Jobson Company
for water than was paid to other people,
he {the Commissioner) understood that
£2 per thousand gallons was paid to the
Jobson Company, and 7s. or Bs. to other
people.

Tae Premigr : Other people bhad not
the supply.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The water supply of other people
had run cut, therefore a bigger price
would have to be paid to Jobsun, and at
the time the department was under great
pressure for water. A sum of £11,000
was paid to Jobson for 5,500,000 gallons
of water, and for 12,000,000 gallons of
water the department paid £4,750, which
was 80 much better for the department.
The total quantity of water supplied to
the department was 17,700,000 gallons,
for which an average of 18s. 3d. per
thousand gallons was paid.

M=. Hoimes: The department pur-
chased twice the quantity from other
persons for half the cost.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: So much the better for the
Government.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mz=. Hormss: So much the better for
Jobson,

Tee Premier: Other people had not
the water.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS: The General Manager's report
was correct.

Mr. MoraN: How much was paid to
Jobson P

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Jobson received £2 per thou-
sand gallons.

Mz. IrniveworTH: Was that not paid
to take out a bad debt.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It was not for a bad debt: it
was for the convenience of the Railway
Department.

Mz. PIESSE: A few evenings ago he
had said that the member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) had almost tired
the patience of members, but even at the
risk of wearying members one might go
over the subject again. An arrangement
was made with a company, which the hon.
member called the Jobson Company, but
which was not the Jobson Company, but
the W.A. Goldfields Firewood (ompany,
of which Jobson might be part owner, for
the conveyance of certain water from a
dam constructed at what was known as
the 42-Mile—32 miles from the railway
between Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie—to a
point eight miles from Kalgoorlie. Trucks
were supplied by the Government, and
water tanks to convey the water. The
contractors found their own engine, and
conveyed the trucks from a point on the
railway which he (Mr. Piesse} had
mentioned, to the dam. Water was
pumped into the tanks, which were
conveyed back to the railway at a
cost of 6s. per hundred gallons. Xf
this company had kept the truck tanks
more than twenty-four hours, they wounld
have had to pay the Government the
ordinary demurrage charge of 8s. per
truck. They conveyed over two million
gallons of water at the price of 6s. per
100 gallons; then rain came and filled
that tank again, nlso filled tanks along
the railway line. After some little
time, an understanding was come to for
the sale of more water from the same
tank at 28, 6d. per 100 gallons, equal to
25s. per thousand. It was found that
the rate at which the company were then
supplying water to the Government was
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far cheaper than the Government could
possibly haul the water for from the
Burlong Pool (near Northam) ; therefore
it was to the advantage of the Govern-
ment to purchase water from the company
at that time. The hon. member (Mr.
Holmes) had referred to the capacity of
the tank and the total quantity of water
which the company sold to the Govern-
ment out of that tank. When the com-
pany commenced to supply the water,
they emptied the tank in the course of
eight or nive days. Then heavy rain fell
and filled that tank again, also filling
other tanks along the Government rail-
ways. In consequence of that rainfall,
the company were able to supply a
further quantity at 8s. per thousand
gallons; and as the Government were
then using water out of their own tanks,
they would have been exhausting their
gupply if they had gone on using it, and
rather than do that they purchased
water from the company at this lower
price. As to the 12,000,000 gallons
urchased from other companies for a
ittle over £4.000, he had pointed out
before that most of this water was
supphied by the Coolgardie Water Supply
Company. Their dam was filled with
about 5,000,000 gallons; and having
inereaved the capacity, they were able
to impound about 7,000,000 gallons,
and they started to supply the Gov-
ernment railways at 10s. per thousand
gallons, When it was found the Govern-
ment were getting short of water again,
that company gradually raised the price
up to 17s. 6d. a thousand gallons. They
afterwards reduced it to the former figure,
when the supply became more plentiful.
With reference to the statement that the
Government had been paying £1,000 a
day for water, he did not tell the House
(as Commigsioner) that this was running
on for a long time, but that for a few
days they were buying water at the rate
of £1,000 a day, equal to £6,000 a week
while that rate continued. It was at that
time the heavy fall of rain occurred, and
all the tanks along the roilway got a
supply. He made a remark {o the Pre-
mier at the time, that if the rainfall con-
tinned it would cost tho Firewood Com-
pany a thousand pounds a day, which
they had previously been reeceiving for
supplying water to the Government. This
arrangement which the hon. member had
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unwarrantably termed a *swindle” was
made by the department with a company
whose members were well known, and who
came to the rescue of the department at a
time when water was very scarce, for
otherwise the whole of the railway system
would have been hung up for a few days,
perbaps for a week, and it would have
been necessary to take off eight engines
and a large amount of rolling-stock for
conveying water from the Burlong Pool
Considering the advantages which the
Government derived from this arrange-
ment, they avoided the stoppage of railway
traffic, and obtained a quid pro quo for
railway material suppliecq to the company
on credjt, Had the company demanded
18¢. & thousand gallons at the time, the
department would have had to pay it
rather than stop the traffic; whereas the
company charged only 6s. a thousand
gallons for water, and they also supplied
water from their condenser at the same
rate of 6s. a thousand gallons. Hon. mem-
bers who knew the cost of condensing
water on the goldfields would see that
this charge was very low. The hon.
member had asked why the department
had not obtained the nsual guarantee of
payment for the rails and slespers sold to
the Firewood Company. The arrange-
ment was made within a very short .time,
Mr. Teesdale Smith came to the Com-
missioner's office, and the arrangement
was fixed up within a few days. The
Government were in want of water, and
were glad to get it, and they said * Here
are the rails and sleepers; you can take
them and supply us with the water we
want.” On the very day that the com-
pany finished the construction of their
railway line, one engine with a passenger
train was unable to start from Coolgardie
for want of a supply of water; and seeing
that there was such pressure for water, 1t
must be evident the Government made
that arrangement with the company in
the best interests of the railway system
and the colony. There was no scandal
about it, and if inquiry were made in any
way, it would be seen there was no scan-
dal in it. All that was done was in the
best interests of the country; and had it
not been for the foresight of the Govern-
ment and the enterprise of the members
of the Firewood Company in making their
railway line when they did, it was difficult
to kmow what the consequences would
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have been to the Railway Department.
The hon. member, as a business man,
should lmow there was no intention of
helping this company at the expense of
the State. This was a limited company,
with eleven shareholders who were well
known, and whose names could be obtained
at any time. He (Mr. Piesse) knew those
names, and he must say that no one con-
nected with the (fovernment had a
shilling of interest in that company. The
hon. member and the Committee generally
should be well satisfied with what had
been done in this matter. Unfortunately
the Government were not able to obtain
a guarantee at the time for the amount
credited to that company, but they did
their best under the eircumstances.

Mz. Morayw : What would it have cost
to convey the water from Burlong Pool
over the Government railway ?

Mz. Presse: It would cost about twice
as much.

Me. Moraxn: Then the department got
the water from this company for about
half what they otherwise would have to

ay.

P Mr. HOLMES: It was only now, at
the point of the bayonet, that he had been
able to obtain a side-light on this trans-
action. He could not compliment the
late Commissioner, nor the officers of the
department, for allowing the railway
system to drift into the hopeless state of
collapse which the ex-Commissioner ad-
mitted it had been in, for it appeared the
department had to keep a large engine
waiting at Coolgardie station with pas-
sengers who could not go on, because
there was not a supply of water for the
engine.

Tne PrEmiER: We might have to do it
again, too.

Mz. HOLMES: The Government had
their own tanks; they had rails and
aleepers and rolling-stock ; and in order
to connect those tanks with the railway,
why did not they lay the mils and
sleepers ¥ What he objected to was that
this company had obtained £16,000 of
credit.

M=, Piesse: No; £11,500.

Ma. HOLMES: Taking the several
items shown in the return on the table,
they obtained about £16,000 of credit,
and no bond or security was taken by the
Government for that amount. All that
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" they sold to the company was about

i

£12,000, and this amount the company
paid in water within the first month. The

* tank was there, and if the Government

had laid down their rails and sleepers to
connect the tank with their railway
gystem, they could have brought their
own water where it was wanted. As a
business transaction, it did no credit to
the late Commissioner, nor to the officers
of the department.

Tae PREMIER : The hon. member's
reasoning would be good, if it were based
on a right foundation; but we must
remember that the reason why the com-
pany were able to build this milway was
on account of a large contract they had
for supplying firewood and timber to
certain mines, extending over some years ;
and they found that by running a railway
in that direction they would be able to
tap the timber country and supply the
large contracts they had entered into,
while also being able to obtain water for
their own engines in a waterless country,
and able to supply water to the Govern-
ment at & price that would pay them.
That was very different from the Govern-
went building a line 32 miles long to tap
a tank containing a few million gallons of
water. The hon. member (Mr. Helmes)
had said the ex-Commissioner (Mr. Piesse)
characterised him as a business man.
He (the Premier) much doubted the hon.
member’'s business capacity if he would
advise Parliament to build a 32-mile rail-
way to tap three or four million gallons
of water, the suzﬁly of which was depend-
ent on the rainfall. -

Mr. Howmes: The whole of the water
had been sold to the syndicate for £15.

Tre PREMIER: The material was
sold for what it was worth, and payment
was taken in water, and & good thing too;
seeing that water could be bought cheaper
from the syndicate than it could be brought
from Government tanks. It was easy to
be wise after theevent. When a war was
over, people frequently condemned the
generals, forgetting that, in times of
danger, the officer responsible for acting
had to come toan instant decision. So in
this case. But for a continuous rainfall,
what would have been the position ?

Mg, Hormes: The Government would
have paid more for water.

Tae PREMIER.: No; there was a con-

the Government obtaimed for the material | tract price.
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Me. Hormes: But the syndicate
reduced the price.

Tae PREMIER : Yes ; the department,
having made a good bargain, provided tha
they could cease to take water atany time,
After the rainfall there was water in the
Government tenks at Bullabulla and
Boorabbin, and the syndicate, knowing
that, reduced the price. If the Commis-
sioner had contracted to take water from
the syndicate’s tank for a year or two,
at 20 much a hundred gallons, his action
might be complained of; but nothing
of the sort had been done, for the depart.
ment stopped taldng this water as
goon a8 their own tanks were full
Even now, thousands of pounds were
being paid to a company having a catch-
ment area at Coolgardie; and why?
Because it was a good deal cheaper to
buy from that company than to bring the
water by rail from Government dams.
As with Jobson's company, it was a case
of “ Hobson’s choice.”

A MemBERr: Jobson’s choice.

Tee PREMIER: Had the rain not
fallen, the department would have been
glad to buy the water from the Jobson
syndicate even at an increased price,
otherwise the goldfields railway service
must have ceased, for the rolling-stock
would probably have been insufficient to
carry water from Northam, and the supply
at Northam might bave failed, in which
case water must have been brought from
Bunbury, © The Jobson syndicate had
built their line, not for the sake of water,
but for timber; and what did it matter
whether the Government were paid for
rails and materials in water or in cash?
If any Government official or any Minister
were personally interested in the matter,
an objection might fairly be raised; but
seeing the responsible officials were doing
the best they could for the country, there
was no ground for complaint, except by
saying that too much had been paid for
the water, or that there had been an error
of judgment.

Mr., HoLmes: The Government had
feold the water to the syndieate for

15.

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member
well knew that the Moore River, which
ran all the year round, was worth
scarcely anything if put on the market
for sale; but 1t would be worth millions
if it were at Coolgardie.
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Me. Kinesmirs : The Government were
the original owners of the syndicate’s dam.

Tae PREMIER : Therefore, it was the
height of absurdity for the hon. member,
who posed as a business man, to say the
Goverament should have built & 32-miles
line at a cost of £32,000, in order to get
this unreliable supply of water.

Mg. Pigsse: The rails alone would
have cost £1,000 a mile.

Mz. A. Forresr: And the total cost
would have been £52,000.

Tee PREMIER: According to the
hon. member (Mr. Holmes), the syndi-
cate had had to spend £30,000 in building
& line to get the water sold to them for
£15; but they really built that line to
get the timber, and having done so,
they had the water as an extra asset.
Before leaving these railway estimates,
he must say there had been a good deal
of criticism on the departmental adminis-
tration. Qne would think this department,
of all others, was the worst managed and
the greatest burden to the ecolony, so
much so that public opinion was aroused,
and the activity of hon. members brought
into play with.a view of makiug this ter-
rible incubus less burdensome. But what
were the facts ? The Railway Depart-
ment were not only doing the most good
for the country—being, as it were, its
very life-blood—-but were carrying on
business without being a burden to the
colony at all. The peoplehad the advan-
tage of rapid and certain means of com-
munication without taxation.

Me. J. F. T. Hassern : And with very
few accidents.

Tee PREMIER: And still, this
department was singled out by the
metuber for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes)
and others, for more than ordinary
criticism. Of course, in a hig depart-
ment, spending nearly a million per
annum, earning nearly one and a quarter
millions, and baving thousands of
servants, things were no doubt done
which ought not to be done.

Me. Moran: Criticism should do no

harm.

Tre PREMIER : But about this criti-
cism there was much acidity, as if there
were Bome great wrong to be redressed
and the department had become an
incubus. Something bad been said about
£68,000 odd having gone astray, and not

| being aecounted for.
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Mz. Hovmes suid that had not been
stated by him, but by a Government
supporter.

Mge. MoorHEAD said he had not stated
the money had gone astray, but that it
could not be accounted for.

Tre PREMIER: If the hon. member
would tell him of any £63,000 in the
colony’s accounts which he (the Premier)
could not account for, the details would
soon be furnished,

Mgr. IrLingworTH: The money might
be used to build new Houses of Parlia-
ment.

Tae PREMIER: If the expenditure
could not be accounted for, the monev
must be in the Treasury. Whatever
might be said of the revenue not
being sufficientlr andited by the Auditor
General—though the audit, as he had just
ascertained by telegram, was the same as
in the three ofher colomies to which he
had wired — it was certain that every
item of expenditure in the country was
audited by the Audit Deparfment, so
there was no difficulty in seeing in detail
every penny spent. Rightly or wrongly
there had been a certain custom in vogue.
In the year ending 30th June, 1898, the
sum of £63,681 was spent out of con-
solidated revenue on improvements ¢o
existing lines, which expenditure might
fairly have been charged to loan. That
was part of the public expenditure of that
€ar.

Y Mz. Moran: There should be no
doubt as to whether that should be
charged to loan or to revenue.

Tee PREMIER: But the Railway
Department, having made money, did not
desire to show too much profit: they
decided to use some of their earnings in

improving their estate.
Mz. Morax: That did not affect the
tinciple.

Teeg PREMIER: The Railway Depart-
ment had always asked for something out
of their revenue. The departiment gener-
ally zet out reveuue as s0 much, expendi-
ture so much, and then they asked for so
much ocut of the revenue to improve the
railways of the colony. That was properly
chargeable to capital account. Govern-
nent gave the Railway Department that
year £63,871, and this amount was
charged to capital account: it would not
be fair to show it otherwise. Coming to

1898-99, that year the department spent |
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£32,821 in the same way; and coming to
the last year of all, the year ending the
30th June last, it would be found the
department, spent £17,261.

Mr. Moraw: Did the department
charge that to capital ?

Tae PREMIER: It would be charged
to capital: it was an expendjture on the
railways; it wase not maintenance, but
improvements. This year there was on
the Estimates a sum of £15,000 for the
same purpose. The Railway Department
wanted £85,000 out of revenue this year,
but he could not afford to give them this
£95,000: ho simply gave them £15,000.
These grants were all paid from the
consolidated revenue, and took the place
of Joan money. It saved the colony
spending loan money on these works,
as the Gtovernment did not propose to
build railways out of revenue. During
the last three years these amounts totalled
£120,000, an amount which might fairly
have been paid into revenue.

Mr. Moran: Did the department
charge interest againat that ?

Tae PREMIER: The department
charged interest on all these amounts, he
supposed. In the three years £120,000
had been taken out of revenue and spent
on works that might fairly have been
charged to loan, and the £120,000 might
have been used for revenue purposes. He
came to the question as to what the
people of the country owed to the rail-
ways. On the 30th June, 1897, the profit
of the railways was £358,282; in 1898,
£179,531; for the year ending 380th
June, 1899, £269,171 ; and the last year,
#£371,952. Interest and sinking fund
had to come out of that amount, as that
was the gross profit.

Mr. Howmes: How much was the
loan expenditure for thai year?

Tee PREMIER: It was not possible
to say off-hand. The estimate for this
year again showed a considerable profit;
go that this department to which we
owed 50 much, and which had done and
was still doing a great deal for the country,
geewned to be the one picked out for all
this very harsh criticism.

Mg. Moraw: The people treated the
railways very well.

Toe PREMIER: That was a matter
between the persons who used the rail-
ways and the Railway Department. The
rates charged were not higher, he was
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imformed, than those in other colonies,
excepling on some few articles. He (the
Premier) knew a few things, but not
everything like the member for East
Fremantle, who not only was a business
m?ln, a merchant aad1d m;ilna.ncier, but a
railway manager an way € a8
well. We could not all be soy;:lem 80
wise as the hon. member ; still we knew
a little about some things, and we ought
to congratulate ourselves, as he thought
a majority of members did and had done
this session, that we had an institution in
this country doing so much good for
everyone. The rates charged were not
‘higher or not as high as in many cases
elsewhere, and we had to deal with con-
ditions and circumstances that no other
country in Australia, he was going to say
in the world, had to cope with. We
began on the right lines by making cheap
lines to start with, improving them as
time went on.. We did make a mistake
in Jaying 45lbs. rails: we might just as
well have laid 60lbs. rails, and saved
taking the rails up again. Then there
was an error in Judgment in putting
down old rails from Northam to Southern
Cross. The department did not realise
what the traffic was going to be. The con-
ditions of this country, although favour-
able for making railways, were not
favourasble for working them, owing to
the nature of the country. If the mem-
ber for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes)
would look inte the matter fairly, with
& desire to arrive at a right conclusion,
and not think that everyone wished to be
dishonest, if the hon. member gave credit
to the Government and the late Commis-
sioner for a sincere and earnest desire to
look after the interests of the country
and to look after the interests of the
people, the hon. member would see the
trouble and adverse conditions that the
Commissioner and the Government hed to
contend with. We did not know when it
was going to ruin, and we did not know
how we were going to carry on the traffic.
If the hon. member looked at the matter
from that standpoint, instead of blaming
the Government hewould give them credit.
The hon. member knew there was nothing
kept back. Xt there was anything in the
Government service which was not above-
board, if there was any officer or anyone
doing wrong, he would get short shrift
from the Government, who did not want

[8 Noveuser, 1900.]

Railways vole. 1568

to shield anyone who was doing wrong.
That had not been the way we had lived
before the people of the country. We
had lived and held up our heads with
pride and bonour for 50 years, and we
were not going to bow our heads in
dishonour now because the hon. member
said certain things. He (the Premier)
defied the hon. member, or anyone in the
country, to point to anything in the
career of the Government that was
wrong or not above.board. If the hon.
member would do that, be (the Premier)
would thank bhim for it, Lecause such a
man should be “no longer an officer of
mine.”

Mz. PIESSE: Taking the amount
paid to the Jobson people for water as
£11,532, we should consider what it cost
to convey the water fo the railway. The
Government would have to convey 4,300
tanks of water, or at the rate of 20 tanks
to the train, 215 trains loads of water;
or taking the distance at 350 miles, it
would mean 75,250 train miles, which at
4s. 4d. per train mile would amount to
£16,300. However, taking the £11,532
paid, there was a credit to the country of
£4,955 in the train inileage alone. One
must algso remember that the Government
would have to take away from the traffic
a great many engines, also trucks ; there-
fore less goods would be carried. In
conveying goods on the goldfields line the
Government would receive more than
4s. 4d. per train mile ; therefore it would
be seen that the department made an
immense saving by taking the water and
entering into the contract with the Gold.
fields Firewood Company. Taling the
value of a tank of water at £3 8s.
and the cost of conveying it at £5 8s,,
there was a saving of £2 12s., which in
the aggregate was a saving of £8,500.
That was an immense advantage, because
it prevented the taking away from the
traffic, engines and rolling-stock which
were required for other purposes. There
had been a considerable saving even if
one took the train mileage basis.

Mz. HOLMES: It was to he regretted
the Premier had lost his temper in this
matter.

Tae PrEmier : The hon. member was
mistaken altogether,

Mr. HOLMES: In asking for infor-
mation, he was perfectly within his
rights. If the information had been
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supplied early, the Government would
have heard less about the matter; but he
had stuck to his point for the reason that
when he made up his mind he intended
to attain the object he had in view. He
was sent to Parliament by a section of
the community to represent them, and it
wag for that section to say whether he
(Mr. Holmes) carried out his duties
rightly or wrongly. Without attempting
to follow the Premier through the figures
quoted, which could be challenged at
every step on the Estimates, the Govern-
ment expected to derive from the Railway
Department for the current year £100,000.
That wae the net revenue after providing
silsel';ing fund, interest, and everything
elsge,

Ter PreMier: It was pretty good,
too. The hon, member would be satisfied
with nothing.

Mze. HOLMES : These were the figures
presented to the Committee. The Premier
had admitted that the officers of the Radl-
way Department wanted £35,000 of
mouey this year.

TEHE PREMIER:
ravenue.

Mr. HOLMES: A sum of £95,000 of
their own revenue to bring rolling-stock
and railways up to date.

Mg. Presse : Not rolling-stock.

Mr. HOLMES : We had been living
in a fool's paradise. We should have to
spend £95 of loan money to make £100
of profit on our railways. ™This House
had been led to believe the net profit on
the railways for this year would be
£100,000 ; that we had done such good
work with the railwaye that the officers’
salaries should be raised, and we should
gpeud a lot of money in various direc-
tions. But if the Premier had carried
out the wishes of those officers in whom
we had so much confidence, instead of
having £100,000 of surplus revenue, he
would have taken care to bring the rail.
ways up to a proper state of efficiency.

Tae PeeMIiER : It would save £80,000
of loan money, that was all.

Mz. HOLMES, referring to Item B
(Balary of General Manager of Railways,
£1,600), moved that the amount be
reduced by £250.

Mz. MORAN: All members would
agree that it was unfortunate for the
Government and for the railway officers
that this increase should be put down in

Out of their own
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the face of all the railway scandals that
had been floating about the country.
Still now that the Government had recom-
mended this increase, we could not as
business men refuse to vote it, because if
we declined to vote this increase now, we
should be passing this verdict on the
General Manager, that while we admitted
the position he held was worth £1,500 a
year, we aleo said we must censure the
General Manager {o the extent of £250
by reducing the item to that extent. In
recommending the House to increase this
item at the present time, the Government
had seemed to be tempting the House
and the country; but on the other
hand, members of this House would
agree in exonerating the General Manager
from those scandals in regard to which
it would be wrong to censure him now,
untried, and he should get the benefit of
the doubt. We should not censure him
before the country and before his
employeeg, by cutting down the proposed
increase; not because the country could
not afford the increase, nor because the
position was mnot worth the amount set
down, as no member of the House took
those grounds. Therefore the only other
ground wag that My. Davies must be held
guilty until proved innocent. To pass
this increase now would not affect the
full inquiry that was to be held into these
railway scandals.

Tex PREMIER: The Government
were not desirioug, ag Esome persons
seemed to think, of increasing salaries,
but, on the contrary, had to be very
econoinical in the expenditure in oxder to
keep the country in a solvent condition.
In regard to the increase of this salary,
it was not & new matter, for this question
of an increase had been going on for a
good while. Last .year the General
Manager was recommended by the then
Commissioner of Railways for an increase
of salary; and he (the Premier) resisted
it becanse the colony was in the trouble
of a deficit, and although he admitted
the Geueral Manager deserved well of the
colony, still he thought the General
Manager had not done badly after all
He then refused to increase the salary of
the General Manager, although it was
strongly recommended. The General
Manager was disa.}[)lpointed by that refusal
last year, and thought that he (the
Premier) had not suflicient confidence in
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him nor sufficiently appreciated the work
he had done. A promise was then made,
though pot binding on the Government,
that the question of increasing the salary
would be taken into consideration when
the next Estimates were being prepared.
The result was that the increase was now
recommended to the Committee; and in
eoming to this conclusion the Government
were of opinion that anything derogatory
to the General Manager which had been
put forth by a portion of the public Press
wae to be regarded in this light, that the
same writers had been traducing many
other persons who were entitled to the
greatest respect. The Government also
considered the position and the amounts
paid in other parts of Australia and
elsewhere; and they found that in
Queensland the amount paid the General
Manager of Railways was £1,500 & year.
Mr. Piesse: A Bill had been brought
in this session to increase it to £2,000.
Tre PREMIER : In New South Wales
there were three Commissioners, one
receiving £2,500 a year and the other
two receiving £1,500 a year each, so that
the Commissioners there cost £5500 a
year. In Victoria, Mr. Mathieson re-
ceived £2,500 as General Manager; and
in South Australia, a colony more like
our own, though having a less revenue
and rather less mileage, the General
Manager received £1,500 a year. There-
fore the amount paid to the General
Manager in this colony was the lowest in
Australia, and the Government thought
this justified them in asking members of
the House to consider the proposed
increase. Im the old country, where one
would rather expect positions of this kind
to be paid for at a less rate, we found
the payment was actnally better than in
Australia, in many caszes. Take, for
instance, some of the smaller railways in
Great Britain. On the Furness Railway
{North of England), 139 miles in extent,
having & revenue of under £500,000
a year, the Manager received £2,000.
On the Cambrian Railway (Wales), with
only 250 miles open and a revemue of
£220,000 a year, the Greneral Manager
received £1,200. On the Highland Rail-
way (Scotland), with a length of 450
miles and a revenue under £500,000, the
Manager received £1,500. We must
remember, too, that the Waterford-
Timerick Railway (Ereland), with a length
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of 200 miles and a.revenue of £200,000a

year, paid its General Manager £1,300 a
€ar.

d Me. Conwor: They were all relatives

of the directors, on that line.

T PREMIER: Then the Great
Southern Railway in this colony, which
when worked by a company was not
paying a dividend or scarcely any, and
which had 240 miles open with only two
through trains a day, paid its Greneral
Manager £1,500 a year. Coming now to
our own colony, with 1,400 miles of Gov.
ernment railways open, in addition to the
Midland Railway, with which the General
Manager had a good deal to do, and a
revenue of one and a quarter millions,
we had been paying the General Manager
only £1,250 a year. Therefore it seemed
to him we should not be doing anything
wrong by making this inerease. Having
regard to the great responsibility which
the General Manager must necessarily
have, and that he might easily lose us
tens of thousands of pounds, let us put
him on good terms with Parliament, let
us recognise his great responsibility in
the important position he held, and give
him some proper encouragement. In
the four years last past, the profits on our
railways—although our policy had not
been to make profit, while we did not
want to make a loss, and had always
made some little profit—we had made a
gross profit of nearly £1,200,000; and
out of that came the interest and sinking
fund, though in regard to a sinking fund
the railway financiers would say it ought
not to be charged inst  revenue,
because a railway had necessarily to be
kept in a proper condition of working and
equipment in order to carry on the traffio,
and at the end of 20 years a railway
should not be worse but equally as good
as at the beginning, being always in
courge of renewal and improvement.
Loocking at all these facts, Parliament
should encourage this officer, who had
great responsibility and had worked well.

Mze. WILSON agreed with the member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) that
the two great points to be considered
were the worth of the position, and
whether the country could afford the
increase. An able man as General
Manager was well worth £1,500, and if
Mr. Davies were not worth that sum,
better get someone else. As one of the
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Select Committee which investigated the
Perth Ice Company frauds, he (Mr.
‘Wilson) did not think any blame aftached
to the GGeneral Manager. Even if there
were, the Royal Commisgion on the rail-
ways would doubtless judge the General
Manager with other officers, and if he
were blamable he should be dismissed.
Whether Mr. Davies had always agreed
with other responsible officers was a
matter of detail, not worth consider-
ing. He hoped the increase would be
assed.

Mz. CONNOR supported the member
for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes). Better
look the position in the face. While not
alleging that Mr. Davies had done any-
thing wrong, he (Mr, Connor) must say
the public on the goldfields were com-
plaining, and there were many rumours
there in reference to what was known as
“the Jobson swindle” He had per-
sonally heard these remarks in railway
trains and hotels on the fields, where it
was publicly stated that the General
Manager was interested in that syndi-
cate.

Mg. A. Forresr: UJtterly incredibla!

Mz. CONNOR: Very likely; but this
thing should be thoroughlr ventilated,
and bon. members should not vote the
increage blindly, in the face of opinions
freely expressed on the goldfielda. He
would not say the General Manager was
not worth the increase. True, that
officer’s experience before he came here
was on the very short line of a very small
company; and he came here, not as
(eneral Manager, but as Chief Traffic
Manager.

Mz. A. Forrest: And why should he
not get promotion ?

Mz. CONNOR: There was another
report on the fields regarding a hotel
built at Kalgoorlie, in which it waa said
the Greneral Manager had an interest—
that a atation costing thousands of pounds
bad been built close to the intended site
of the hotel. If so, the increase was not
justified. He would not blame Mr.
Davies, or say he was unworthy of the
increase; but seeing the Royal Commis-
sion were about to be appointed to
inguire into the general working of the
rallway accounts, for which Mr. Davies
was responsible, the increase was inoppor-
tune. Who was responsible for the
aceounts, if not the General Manager ¥
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Ter PrEmMigr: The General Manager
was responsible for the collection of the
revenue,

Mr. CONNOR.: The Perth Ice Co.
frauds showed that the revenue had not
been collected.

Mgz. HoLmrs: One of the Select Com-
mittee, the member for the Canning (Mr.
‘Wilson), said the office-boy was respou-
sible.

Me. CONNOR : Who was responsible
for the office-boy ? 1If sheeted home, the
blame must attach to the head of the
department.

B. MonaER : Nothing of the sort.

Me. CONNOR : The Premier had said
we did not require to make a profit on
the railways.

Tae PreEmier : No; that we had not
sought to do so.

Me. CONNOR: After the Customs
revenue was handed to the Common-
wealth, it was on the railways the colony
must depend.

Toe Prewier: Three-fourths of the
Customs revenue would be returned.

Mz. CONNOR : The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) had said, be-
canse the Government proposed this
increase it must be passed.

Mgz. Moran: Such a thing had never
been said by him.

Mz, CONNOR said he had taken down
the hon. wmember’s words. Ifi that
principle were just, why not pass the
Estimates in globo? If this item should
be passed without cavil, then no item
could fairly be discussed.

Mz, A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
It was always interesting to hear the last
speaker, who a few evemings ago, without
seeking an explanation, Jumped to the
conclusion that the General Manager was
to blame in respect of certain charges
made against an officer in the same
department. If groundless charges were
brought against high railway officials,
there would in future be difficulty in
getting good men to fill such positions.
If even one of the charges were true, the
General Manager should be dismiased ;
but as for Mr. Davies not being worth
£1,500, it was worth that sum to stand
the abuse of hon. members.

Mgz. IrniNeworTH: That was an extra,

Mz. A. FORREST: All! who used the
reilways knew how excellent was the
gervice, both for goods and for passengers,
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True, there were frequent errors in
matters of detail, but it was impossible
for the General Manager to see that 5,000
men were carrying out their duties every
ga.y. It was not possible for anyone to

o it.

M= Sonnon:‘ The hon. member was
gi is experience.

v];[ng A, F%GRREST said he was the
worst-treated person in the community.
Never a truck left Fremantle unless a
sovereign was sent down to the Railway
Department, and his (Mr, A. Forvest's)
firm had to pay cash on delivery, and
cash before the truck was sent out. He
was under no obligation to the Railway
Department, and the General Manager
was not a particular friend of his. The
(General Manager got all he could out of
the public, and gave very little in return ;
still he treated the highest and the lowest
alike. To get a man to mapage our
railways for £1,500 a year, when the
railways returned an income of one
million and a quarter, was very good
indeed. The General Manager favoured
no one; he gave no one an advantage in

to trucks; everyone had to take
their fair share. We did not want at the
head of affairs in this country a man who
would give some people all the haulage
power and others none. The General
Manager protested strongly against a
reduction of the rates on the railways,
and we knew full well that the guestion
must be considered shortly, because we
were carrying certain goods on the rail-
. ways at a non-payable rate. Was that
brought about by the influence of certain
people ?

Me. DorerTY: Timber.

Me. A. FORREST: Coal chiefly.
When the Federal Government was at
work, it would be found that we should
have to make up our revenue by increas-
ing the rates on the railways.

Mr. HoLues : Why not increage them
now ?

Me. A. FORREST: Because we were
going out of power, and something should
be left for others to do. When the hon.
member (Mr. Holmes) was Commissioner
of Railways, he would put up the rates
and not carry goods for nothing. He
(Mr. A, Forrest) thoroughly believed in
the small increase to the salary of the
General Manager, who was a most com-
petent officer. There was no man, he
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Lelieved, in the country who could carry
out the duties as satisfactorily to the
House and the people of the country, as
the present Greneral Manager. It was all
very well for people to travel in the train
and be continually grumbling and crying
out against the General Manager, because
he did not do this or that, and saying
the country was being robbed on the
Boulder line; also saying the General
Manager had a public-house, and was
trying to divert the traffic into Eden
Street. He (Mr. Forrest) while at the
Boulder the other day had a look at this
hotel, and he was never more surprised in
his life. It was the only building in the
street, and could not affect Hannan Street
property. It had yet to be proved that
the General Manager had anything to do
with this hotel. He (Mr. Forrest) had
made inguiries, and was told that Mr.
Davies had no interest in the hotel. Then
we were told that the General Manager
was interested in a wood contract. He
(Mr. A. Forrest} had gone out to see this
line, and he could have bought the whole
thing for half what it had cost. The pro-
prietors had spent £53,000 for the purpose
of delivering wood at the Boulder, and if
this wood was not delivered to-morrow,
the whole of the mines in the Boulder
would stop. The manager of the Lake
View Consols informed him (Mr. Forrest)
that if anything happened to this 32 miles
of railway, it would mean that the whole
of the mines at Boulder would have to
stop working. We did not want that to
happen.

Mz. Dorerry: What about coal ?

Mr. A. FORREST: When the rates
were reduced, and the hon. member for
North Fremantle was Commissioner of
Railways, perhaps coal would be carried
to the goldfields. Amnother line was to be
built for the purpose of carrving firewood
to the mines, The present railway carried
600 tons of firewood per day, which
meant a revenue of £50 a day to the
railway,  All this was due to the energy
and ability of the General Manager. If
a division took place, it was to be hoped
the minovity would be so small that we
showld never hear anything more about
decreasing the salary of this officer.

Me. GEORGE: The main question
that had to be considered was whether
the position of General Manager of the
railways was worth £1,500 or £1,250.
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If the position was worth £1,500 a year,
and the Committee admitted it, then the
question to consider was whether the
present occupant was worth the money.
If the present occupant was not worth
the money, the only thing the Govern-
ment could do was to give the officer the
““sack” etraight away. Was that the
desire of the member who had moved the
reduction in this salary? If it was
desired to get rid of the Geeneral Manager,
let the Committee understand it distinetly,
and go about it in a way to bring the
desire to pass; but to admit on the one
hand that the salary of £1,500 waa not
too much for the position, was not too
much for the man who was earning for
the railways one million and a guarter a
year, and then to move for a redue-
tion, certainly brought the question
down to a persomal attack on the
general manager himself. The position
of general manager in connection with
the railways was equally important as
that of Engineer-in - Chief of Public
Works. The Enbgineer - in - Chief was
anderpaid, so was the General Manager.
‘Whether we should get rid of the Gteneral
Manager or not was another question.
We had a concern which one man was
responsible for. It was a gigantic trad-
ing concern, there being nearly 1,600
miles of railways, and the General
Manager was responsible for keeping
the working expepses within reasonable
bounds. Was anyone mad encugh or
prejudiced enough to imagine that if the
railways were under the control of a
private company that company would
get a manager for £1,500 a year ? Rail-
way eystems in the old country with
nothing like the mileage of the railwaye
here, had m or8 who received from
£2,500 a year to £5,000, and these
officers were not considered over-paid.
They were treated with respect. Se long
as we bad Government railways in the
colony those at the head of affairs were
liable to be barked at and carped at by
anyone.

At 6:30, the CEarRMAN left the Chair.
At 730, Chair resumed.
Mr. GEORGE (continuing): Follow-

ing up his previous remarks, he
agked hon. members to put the cccupant
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of the office on one side, and consider
whether the position of General Manager
was worth £1,500. The report on the
working of railways for 1890, as com-
pared with the results of 1900, showed
that in 1890 there were 188 miles of
railway open, that in 1900 there were
1,350 miles open and now runming far
back into the interior of the country,
every mile adding something to the
responsibility and care necessary for pro-
ducing a satisfactory result. TLooking
also at the revenue, it would be seen that
in 1830 the revenue was £45,000, as
compared with over £500,000 received in
1899 and £1,250,000 in 1900; so that
within the ten years covered by those
dates, practically the revenue had over-
topped. that of 1y890 by £1,200,000. This
large difference showed how great was
the increase of duties since Mr. Davies
became the Chief Traffic Manager ten
years ago, when he was engaged to take
the position as one experienced in the
commercial working of milways, at a
salary of £800 a year. Either the pay-
ment of that salary was grossly excessive
for the smaller mileage and the smaller
revenue, or the present salary was greatly
inadequate for the greater mileage and
greater revenue, and therefore inadequate
for the increased respounsibility of the
position. He naid this while leaving the
actual occupant of the position out of the
question, and regarding omly the broad
facts of the case. Supposing the Govern.
ment were advertising now for a. person
experienced and competent to control the
ratlways of this colony, with an open mile-
age of 1,355 and a revenue of £1,250,000,
would it be likely that a suitable man,
having the necessary experience, could be
obtained for a ealary of £1,250 or even
£1,500 o, year? Tt was possible of course
that some experienced railway man, having
his own reasons for seeking a chenge,
might come here to take the position;
but it was not likely to be so, and the
field from which experienced men of this
class could be drawn was circumscribed.
It would be foolish, of course, to take
from the ranks of ordinary railway
gervants a person to fill a position of this
kind; therefore it was necessary to go to
& class of men who were not only well
paid iz England and other countries, but
who were well appreciated for the respon-
gible work they perforrmed. It should
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also be borne in mind that it was well
understood amongst those engaged on the
great trunk railways of the world, that a
general manager of Government railways
in a British colony was not always well
appreciated ; that i fact he might expect
within a short time to be considerably
depreciated, for he became subject to all
sorts of eriticism and to much abuse from
a portion of the public Press, and was
also liable to be pulled up by members of
Parliament for anything he might do or
might leave undone of which they did not
approve. It was necessary that a man to

such & position must bave a stiff back-
bone, a strong jaw, and an iron consti-
tution. ]

Me. MircRELL: Then the member for
the Murray (Mr. George} was well
qualified.

Mz GEORGE: Yes: but not sc well
qualified as the member for the Murchison
(Mr. Mitchell). If such a manager were
to connect himself with all manner of
businesses in the colony, he would be
open 1o animadversion and misrepresen-
tation from many quarters. Managers
of great trunk railways in the old country
were not desirous of coming to a colony to
fill such a position, because it did not offer
to them such conditions in regard to social
standing and remuneration as would a
gimilar position in the old country.
Taking all these facts into account, 1t
did appear that the present General
Manager of Railways in this colony was
not adequately paid, when his salary had
been increased by 50 per cent. from the
amount received ten years ago, while his
responsibilities had been also increased
in & far greater proportion. Having got
a General Manager who had been in
charge of the railways all these years,
should we treat him in a niggardly and
mean spirit, or should we not recognise
the merit and skill with which the work
had been done? The member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holwes) had said that
in view of the Ice Company's fraudy
this increase was inopportune. The
Select Committee who inguired into the
Jee Company did not call the General
Manager.

Mz. HormEs : They left that for the
Royal Commission.

Mr. GEORGE: Then why did they
call the Chief Traffic Manager instead of
leaving him for the Commission? The
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Select Committee must have recognised
that the Glemeral Manager was not to
blame, else why had they recommended
the dismissal of two subordinate officials ?
They had evidently concluded that the
fault lay, not with the system, but with
the manner in which it was carried out.
The General Manager would not be over-
paid at £1,500 or even £2,000 a year.
Whether the present holder of the office
were worth such a salary was for hon.
members to decide. Compare his posi-
tion, howerver, with that of the Engineer-
in-Chief, without reflecting on the latter
officer. Here we had two heads of huge
departments, one essentially a spending
and the other an earning department.
The expenditure of the Works Depart-
ment was about equal to the revenue of
the railways; and all would admit it
was much easier to spend 2 pound than
to earn that sum; nevertheless the Engi-
neer-in-Chief received £1,500 — which,
by the way, was inadequate—while the
General Manager of Railways was paid
much less.

Me. DOHERTY supported the last
speaker. We should deal with the
position and not with the men ; and if
the position of General Manager were not
worth £1,500 it was not worth anything.
‘Why should hon. members deal in this
House with alleged shortcomings of pub-
bc officers? It had been said the
General Manager was improperly con-
nected with certain speculations. Thia
unproven statement was no reason for
refusing the increase. The General
Manager should have an opportunity of
defending himself against such aecu-
sations, and doubtless would emerge
triumphantly from the pending inguiry.
No doubt he was blamed by persons
suffering from petty grievances, small
logses of goods, or breakages, which
occurred on every railway in the world.
Moreover, a3 the ex-Commissioner said,
our Railway Department paid less in
claims than any other. The question of
the alleged improper conduct of the
(teneral Manager should be discussed on
a separate motion, and not on the Esti-
mates. If Mr. Davies were interested
in the Jobson Syndicate, the sooner he
left. the colony the better; buot it was
unfair to accuse a civil servant who, by
the rules of the service, was prevented
from defending himself against either
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hon. members or the general public. To
reduce the item would be to point the
finger of scorn at the General Manager,
without giving him & fair trial; therefore
pass the increage and immediately insti-
tute the promised inquiry, when, if the
General Manager were found guilty of
being connected with such speculations,
his resignation should reach the Com-
missioner within an hour.

Mg. CONNOR protested against the
mazxim, * Pay the position and not the
man.” That was a very dangerous
principle.

Mz. HOLMES : Hon. members placed
a wrong construction on his utterances.
A Select Committee had inguired into
the matter of the Perth Ice Company
and the department, and had recom-
mended that two subordinate officers be
dismiesed and the conduct of the higher
grade officers investigated. If the General
Manager’s salary had appeared on the
Estimates unaltered, and he (Mr. Holmes)
had moved its reduction, that would
have been condemning the man unheard.
But it was proposed to give Mr. Davies
an increase; and until he had been
exonerated he should be satisfied to
receive the same salary as before. Per-
sonally he (Mr. Holmes) believed the
position of General Manager was worth
£2,000 a year; but it was unfair to the
service and the publie to raise the salaries
of officers into whose conduct an inquiry
was pending.

Me.J. F. T. HASSELL: The position
of General Manager was honestly worth
£1,500 a year, as the responsibilities
were great, and the department was
managed in a satisfactory way. The
General Manager should not be held
responsible for all the little faults.
Nothing had happened which would
warrant anyone in saywg that the rail.
wuys were mismanaged.

Amendment put, and negatived on the
voices.

Me. Hormes called for a division.

Tre CmarrMaN: Only one voice had
been given for the Ayes.

Question—that the total vote, * Rail-
ways and Tramways,” be agreed to—put,
and negatived on the voices.

Mgz. Hovrmgs called for a division.

Mz. CoNNoB: Was this division on the
item or on the tota]l vote ?
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Tee Cearemaw: The item had been
decided.

Mz. Conwor asked how he was to vote.

Taeg CHairMan: The hon. member
had time to cross over.

Mge. HormEes : There had been a mis-
understunding. It was the intention of
himself and other members to vote against
the item. The Chairman bad ruled that
only one voice had been given with the
Ayes. 'When the question was put a
second time by the Chairman, a division
wag called for.

Mz. Vosper: Could a divisiom be
taken on the vote, as there was only one
member on the side of the Noes?

Tae CHatrmaN: The votes had not
been counted yet.

Question again stated.

Tre Crarrman : There being only one
member on the side of the Noes, there
could be no division.

Me. Hormes: Had the whole Railway
vote been passed ?

Tae CHAIEMAN: Yes.

M=z. HoLves : Members would under-
gtand that now.

M=z. VosreEr: A moment or two ago
he came into the Chamber to take partin
the division, but he did not know that
the division was on the whole Railway
vote. Many members were under the
saine impression as he was, that the
division was being taken on the amend-
ment to reduce the General Manager's
galary. A grave mistake had been made.
There were many points in the Railway
estimates which should be discussed.

Tre Caameman: Before putiing the
vote, he bad paused a good while,

Mg. Piesse : The Chairman had given
the Committee plenty of time, on three
occasions to-night.

Mg. Vosrer: Could a member move
the recommittal of Railway Estimates ?

Tex CHatemaw: That was a question
for the House.

Tre PreEmier: Notice must be given.

Mgz, Vosrer : Notice could be given.

Vote—Public Works, £149,053 6a. 84.:

Me. WILSON : Some information was
required from the Premier in regard to
promises made for different electorates.
A promise was made to & deputation from
a portion of his electorate in regard to
road construction, by the Director of
Public Works of a sum of money.
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TeE PrEmier: What for ?

Me. WILSON: The Perth-Albany
road, £2,000.

Tee PReEMIER: There was something
for that on the Estimates?

Me. WILSON: First of all with
regard to the Belmont Roads Board, a
deputation asked the Director of Public
Works for £2,000 for the construction
and upkeep of the Perth-Guildford road,
and that £2,000 was definitely promised.
A deputation from Victoria Park also
waited on the Director of Public Works
for a sum of money for the same road, a
portion of which ran through the Vistoria
Park municipality, and £].000 was pro-
miged in that case, making a total of
£3,000 for this road. The Estimates
showed a total sum of £75Q for this work.

Tee Premier: There was a sum of
£600 for the Perth-Albany road on the
Estimates,

Mgr. WILSON said he was dealing
with the Perth-Guildford road.

Tee Premies: There wag £750 down
for that.

Me. WILSON: A sum of £3,000
was lE)rc:)mised by the Director of Public
Works.

Tar Premize: Was the hon. member
sure ?

Mze. WILSON : Yes; a definite promise
was made.

Tue Premier: A loan would have to
be raised to get this amount, as it could
not be paid out of revenue.

Me. WILSON: The hon. member
could raise a loan, hs could fiy kites, or
get an overdraft; but when a Minister
made a definite promise, that promise
should be kept.

Tee Peremisr: A sum of £750 was
granted last year,

Mr. WILSON : Already £250 had been
given to the Vietoria Park municipality
for this work. In regard to the Perth-
Albany road, the Victoria Park muni-
cipalily was definitely promised £2,000
for the work, and a sum of £600 to
repair that road from Perth through
Cannington, Kelmscot, to Armadale was
on the Estimates. The South Perth
Roads Board was promised £1,000 for
the Suburban Road. There was nothing,
he believed, on the Estimates for that
work, A letter dated the 30th June,
1900, was received from the Public Works
Department in regard to this matter,
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imforming the Vietoria Park municipality
that it had been decided to place on the
Estimates £32,000 for the Albany road
and £1,000 for portion of the Guildford
road, not included in the Belmont district.

TeE PrEmMiER: No doubt the Director
of Public Works put the amount on the
Estimates.

Me. WILSON : And the Premier had
gtruck it off. £500 and £250 had already
been made available for these works.
Because the Director of Public Works
had retired from office, the Premier played
ducks and drakes with that Minister's
estimates. Tt was not fair to the elec-
torates to deal with promises in this way.
The promise of a Minister who had
resigned office was just as sacred as the
promies of a Minister in office.

Tue PremiER : So it was.

Mr. WILSON: Tt was impoasible to
understund why the people of a district
ghould be treated in this high-handed
manner. It was absolutely necessary
that a large sum of money should be
spent on the main thoroughfares, especi-
ally those around the metropolis and the
chief cities of the colony. The roads be
had mentioned were going from had to
worge, and if they were not repaired
immediately a large sum of money would
have to be spent in reconstructing them.
The late Director of Public Works recog-
miged the state of affairs, and eame to the
conclusion that the requests were reason-
able and just: the Minister went so far
as to give payments on account. Did
the Premier intend to carry out the pro-
mige given by an ex.Minister? The
amount could be placed on the Supple-
mentary Estimates.

Tat PreEM1ER : Where was the revenue
to come from ? .

Me. WILSON : That was not for him
to say. When members on the Opposi-
tion side filled the Treasury benches, then
it would be time for them to look after
the revenue. He was not going to sug-
gest to the Premier how revenue should
be found. The Premier was bound to
keep promises made in the name of the
Cabivet. He wanted a satisfactory reply.
The body in charge of the roads had been
put to great expense. The Premier had
received a letter from the Victoria Park
municipality, couched in strong terms.

Tee PreEmier: That was in return
for good treatment.
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Me. WILSON: Promises had been
made in writing, and labilities had been
incurred by the mumicipal council. The
Minister’s written promise was contained
in a letter from the Public Works
Department, dated 30th June last, as
follows . —

Sir,—Adverting to my recent message rela-
tive to your representations on behalf of the
Victoria Park Munieipality, T have the honour,
in confirmation thereof, to inform you that
the Hon. Minister has decided to place on the
Estimates £2,000 for the Albany road. and
£1,000 for that portion of the Guildford road
not included in the Belmont Roads Board
District. Of these amounts, £500 for the
Albany Road and £250 for the Guildford read
will be made available after the 1st proximo.

T have the honour, ete.,
M. Jorn,

Under Secretary for Public Works.
That letter was addressed to him, as
- member for the district, On the 29th of
October the town clerk of Victoria
Park wrote directly to the Premier as
follows :—

8ir,—I have the homour, by direction, to
inform you that in June last, after a lengthy
correspondence, s deputation from this council
waited upon the late Director of Public Works
with reference to the upkeep of the Albany
and Guildford roads. Asa result of the rapra-
sentations made, the late Minister wrote to
Mr. Frank Wilsor, M.L.A.,, promising the
conncil the sums of £2,000 and £1,000 respec-
tively for the two roads. We received £500
and £2560 on account: and my council,
baving relied upon the writien promise of
the representative of the Government, now
finde itself with a liability of nearly £2,000,
which it haa no hope of liguidating, as
the balances due to it do not appear on the
Estimates. Had the council entertained the
least suspicion that the ex-Minister’s promise
wonld not have been fulfilled, they would not
have been s=atisfied with the comparatively
paltry grante made. Seeing that the promise
was made in writing, I am inatructed to
request that you will have the amounts
claimed reinsiated in the Estimates without
delay. In making this request, my council do
not overlook the fact that only a limited
amount of money is available to meet the
requirements of the whols colony; but in this
case they have been misled into incurring
liabilities whick, without such & definite
guaranteo from the Government, would not
have been incurred or even contemplated.

My council trust that you will give these
matters your personal consideration, when the
justico of the requests made must be
apparent.—I have the honour, etec.,
C. W. Kext, Town Clerk.
Tae PREMIER ;: Was there any answer
to that letter P
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M=z. W1LSON : No.

Tae PrEMIER : Then they should wait
until the answer resched them. They
would get an answer.

Mz. GeoreE: Oh, they need not expect
to get an answer for a month. |

Tae PeemMiEr: They would certainly
get an answer. ‘The hon. member was a
great bouncer, no doubt.

M=, WILSON: Fair-play and justice
were wanted by him.

Tae Premigr: Those in the hon.
member’s district had always got justice.
When they found the Government did
not carry out the promises made, it would
be time enough t0 complain. The Govern-
ment had never broken faith with them yet.

Me. WILSON : The Government had
broken faith with them now.

Tre PreEMIEr : Surely there were other
votes in the Estimates out of which some-
thing would go to that district.

Mz. WILSON: Of course there was a
general vote for the maintenance of
existing roads; but this was a special
grant promised for remaking roads which
required remaking, and if the money was
not provided this year, double the amount
would have to be provided next year. To
be serious, he was determined to do bis
ntmost to stop this vote for Public Works
going through, until he got some satis-
factory answer in regard to these pro-
mises. The promises were given fo him
personally; in one instance in writing, in
reference to the £3,000; and when a
member representing a district had taken
trouble and spent time in laying its
requirements before a Minister, and had
got definite promises, the least the member
and the district could expeet was that
these promises should be carried out.
Another matter affecting Victoria Park
was that the building of a post office had
been promised two years ago. The land
was purchased, and it was struck off the
Estimates by the Premier.

Tee Peemier: When was it struck
off ?

Me. WILSON : Two years ago. This
year he waited on the Colonial Secretary,
and asked him to receive a deputation on
the question. He stated the business,
and after discussion the Colonial Secre-
tary promised him definitely that the
amount would be reinstated in the Esti-
mates this year. But what did the
Estimates now show ? Another promise



Annual Estimates :

broken! Of course, he had communi-
cated to his constituents the reply he
got from the Minister, and told them the
amount would be reinstated on this year’s
Estimates, and they were satisfied with
that ; but now they would think he had
been playing fast-and-loose with them as
their representative, and all because the
Premier could not keep the promise made
by his colleague.

Tue Premier said he knew nothing
about this promise.

Mr. WILSON: Then the Premier
ought to know something about it. If
the right hon. gentleman had said he
{(Mr. Wilson) should have gone to him
about this matter, he would have been
glad to do so, and if a promise had been
made by the Premier, one knew it would
be kept. But a promise by another
Minister should be as sacred as one given
by the Premier.

Tue PREMIER: It was to be re-
gretted there had been any misunder-
standing about this matter. He was not
aware these promises had ever been made.
It wag the desire of the GGovernment to
carry out all the promises made by the
late Commissioner of Railways and
Director of Public Works. No doubt
many things were struck out of the
Estimates at the last moment. The
Works Department had instructions to
go through them again, and see what
could be done without. Of course it was
more pleasant to leave those items in
the Estimates than to strike them out;
but it was necessary that the Treasurer
should have a balance, and when the
Estimates had been reduced to the lowest
by the departments, there was still over
£200,000 of proposed expenditure in
excess of the estimated revenue. Inthese
circumstances he had fo do as well as he
could by bringing to bear his knowledge
of the requirements of the various dis-
tricts, and in reducing expenditure, because
some reduction was necessary. It was
an unpleasant duty, but it had to be
done; and he could assure the hon.
member that every definite promise made
by the late Commissioner of Railways
{Mr. Piesse) would be kept by the Gov-
ernment.

Mer. Vosper: Did that apply to
Kanowna as well as Vietoria Park ?

Tae PREMIER : Many promises were
made by Ministers conditionally, and it
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was no use attempting to bind Ministers
to pay meney for this or that, when a
promise to provide the money must
necessarily depend on the money being
available. All promises made to place
money on the Estimates must surely
be conditional on the money being
there. Sums of money for various works
could not be put on the Estimates, if the
Government had not got it, untess they
deliberately went in for a defieit. Some
other instances of promises made had
been brought under his nofice, and he
had stated in reference to them that the
Government would endeavour to keep all
promises which the late Commissioner of
Railways and Director of Public Works
had made before he left office. He (the
Premier} would endeavour to do this to
the nutmost of his power, and would treat
all such cases in the same way as if the
hon. member (Mr. Piesse) were still a
Minister. Other votes were provided in
the Bstimates by which the Government
could find money sometimes, on a pineh,
especially for the fulfilment of promises.
There were very few cases indeed in which
promises had been made and left unm-
tulfilled; but when definite promises
came to his knowledge, he would do what
he could towards their fulfilment. Such
promises were usually made to the effect
that the Minister would see what he
could do to comply with the requests put
before him; and in these cases the
Government had not always been able to
carry out the desire and intention which
Ministers had expressed; but during the
last ten years he hoped no one could say
the Government had definitely promised
to do a thing, and afterwards did not do
it. It was better to obtain promises in
writing: then there would be no mis-
understanding.

Mr. Winsow: The word of a Minister
ought to be as good as writing.

Tae PREMIER: Yes; but there was
often a difference of opinion about a
promise made verbally, and a promise in
writing was more definite. It would be
unfair to expect a Minister to fulfil
promises which it was said he made, if he
had no recollection of making them. The
best thing was to get the promise in
writing. He did not often complain
of the hon. member (Mr. Wilson),
but veslly the manner in which the hon.
member had addressed him thie evening
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in regard to this matter was not such as
might have been expected from him. The
hon. member had no instance on record
in which the Government had hroken
faith in the past. In regard to Victoria
Park, no one had been more anxious than
the Government to put those roads in
good repair; but the Government were
limited by the amount of money at their
disposal. Every year the Government
placed as large a sum as they could on
the Estimates for roads and bridges
throughout the colony, a8 well as in the
district referred to. He could assure the
hon. member that this definite promise
made by the late Commissioner of Rail-
ways would certainly be kept. He (the
Premier) would not say the Government
would pay the money in a moment, but
they would do as they had done hitherto:
they would undertake to pay the money,
and would pay it iv instalments as wight
be required. The desire of the Govern-
ment was to keep faith with this House,
and with every member of it, as well as
keeping faith with the country.

Mg. GEORGE: The member for the
Canning (Mvr. Wilson) should be satisfied
with the explanation he had obtained
from the Premier; and he (Mr. George)
was going to take a leaf out of the hom.
member's book, and bring under the
Premier's notice a matter affecting the
Murray district which required considera-
tion. The roads board had paid to the
Government £500 towards building a
bridge which was supposed to cost
£1,200; but they found afterwards that
although the Government got their £500,
the cost of the bridge was only £650; so
the roads board naturally wanted their
money back, and they asked for it in
order that they might use it in completing
the road to the railway. He had the
promise of the late Commissioner of
Railways that the money should be
given back; but he found on the
Estimates not £500, but only £300 for
this purpose, and apparently the Premier
had taken the other £200 from the
amount. It was not good enough for
the Government to pay 12s. in the £
when they were indebted to the roads
board in that distriet £500, and offered
only £300 in payment. Referring to
another item further down, £700 had
been promised {o himself and a deputa-
tion. They did not think it necessary to
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get that promise in writing, and they did
not even take shorthand notes of the
promise made to the deputation, because
they knew the word of a Minister was as
good as his bond; and no doubt the
original sum of £700 which had been
promised was put on the Estimates and
struck off again. He (Mr. George)
brought the matter about the Drakes
brook Roads Board under the notice of
the late Commissioner, but there was noi
a word about it in the Estimates. The
late Commissioner (Mr. Piesse) had never
broken his word to him.

Mr. A. ForresT: Then he was not fif
for his position as a Minister.

Mze. GEORGE : Because a Minister of
the Crown could not tell a lie and woulc
not break his word, it appeared on the
authority of the member for West Kim.
berley (Mr. A. Forrest), that the Ministe:
was not fit for his position. Seeing
however, that the member for the Can.
ning (Mr. Wilson) had achieved a remark
able success this evening, he (Mr. George,
must follow suit, and inform the Com
mittee that unless he received a =atis
factory unswer concerning the complaints
he had made, he would stop the Estamates
from going through.

Mr.GREGORY gaid he had a grievance
of & similar nature.

Tuare Premier: We would have to ge
the late Director of Public Works t
exﬁwlain all about these promises. He¢
(the Premier) was Treasurer of the colony
but giving away money like this woulc
create a difficulty in the finances.

Mr. GREGORY: The late Commis
sioner of Railways and the Colonia
SBecretary, while visiting Menzies some
time ago, promised £500 to the municipa’
council to assist in the erection of a towr
hall for Menzies. The hall had been buili
at a cost of over £2,000.

Tue Premier said he was going ¢
keep that promise.

M=z. GREGORY sald he had writter
to the department on the matter, but the
department had not had the courtesy tc
reply.

Tue PREMIER: How long was i
since the hon. member wrote ¢

Me. GrEGORY : Over three weeks.

Tee PREMIER: These promises had
been made during a visit to Menzies of
the ex-Director of Public -Works (Mr
Piesse) and the Colonial Secretary (Hon
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(. Randell). There was no record of the
promises, and inquiries had to be made,
with the result that the ex-Minister stated
be bad made a definite promise. In
regard to the complaint of the member
for the Murray (Mr. George), he (the
Premier) never knew the money was
owing, but thought the request was for a
grant to improve the road from the new
bridge to the township.

Me. GeoraE: It was the roads board’s
own money.

Tee PREEMIER : Well, at all events,
£300 would be paid on account. This
system of coming to the Government for
special grants, and then wanting as much
for the local roads board as if there had
been no special grants, could not continue.
The Victoria Park municipality wanted
just as much money for roads as if they
had not received these grants, the practice
being to get as many promises as possible
of special grants, and then to draw from
the Treasury the usual amount for the
local roads, with the result that some
districts had more than they should,
whilst others got nothing.

Mgz. Geraory: The Government did
not assist those disiricts which helped
themselves.

Tee PREMIER : The hon. member's
district was served fairly well.

Mx. Geecory: DBut not its roads
board.

Me. A. Forrest: It got too much,
and always abused the Government.

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member
{Mr. Gregory) evidently thought someone
in the Premier’s Department desired to
alight him by not replying directly to his
letter. Was that likely ?

Me. Grorer: Much time was required
to get an answer,

Tee PrEMiEr: Becanse many ingui-
ries had to be made.

Me. WILSON : As usual, the Premier
found fault with complainants. The roads
referred to in Victoria Park were main
roads, serving the whole population of
Perth and Fremantle.

Tae Premier: How did they serve
Fremantle ?

Me. WILSON : The #raffic came
through to Cannington and Guildford ;
therefore the Government should provide
funds for keeping these roads in repair.
The ex-Minister had admitted the request
was reasonable, and his promise should be

[8 NovemeEe, 1900.]

Works vole. 1575

kept. How could the Premier justify
the reservation that none but promises in
writing should be fulfilled ?

Tee Premier: Conversations were
difficult to substantiate.

Mz. WILSON said he would submit
some proof of these promises.

Me. GEORGE thanked the Premier
for baving placed it on record that the
Pinjarra-Marradong road would be ve-
paid £300 this year, and the other £200
as soon as possible. The Premier, how-
ever, had ignored the promise of £750
made by the late Director of Public
Worka.

Tee PreMIER said he knew nothing
of that.

Me. A. ForREST:
not bind Parliament.

Mz, GEORGE: If the items were on
the Estimates, Parliament could deal with
them. If not, hon. members could not
insert items ; therefore the Minister's
promise was binding.

TeE PrEmier: Better get the late
Director to say what he had promised.
There might be different versions of the
same story. If the Minister had made
the promise, he (the Premier) would try
to bave it fulfilled.

Mr. CONNOR: In August last the
House debated the question of the explo-
sives magazines near Fremantle, and the
Premier promised something should be
done, and the magazines fenced in. On
the strength of that promise he (Mr.
Connor) had withdrawn his motion. The
removal of these buildings was absclutely
necessary. There had been an instance
of & swagman lighting a fire under one
magazine, and had an explosion resulted,
South Fremantle would have been wrecked.
At Wyndham, in his electorate, there was
a great and growing trade with the East.
‘Wyndham was theonly port north of Derby
from which stock could be shipped under
favourabie conditions. The water supply
was insufficient, and a diamond drill was
required. There must be a bore.

Tae Premier: There were plenty of
bores here—the member for the Murray
(Mr. George), for instance.

M=z. A. FORREST: The dynamite
gtores at South Fremantle were highly
dangerous to residents; and frequent
visitors like the last speaker and himself
naturally objected to being blown up.
The magazines should be removed & mile

A Minister could
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or two down the coast. Situated as they
were, near the landing place for wild
cattle, a. disasirous explosion might easily
occur. In the interests of shipping,
something more than wus provided on the
Estimates should be done for Wyndham.
Both there and at Derby the mortality
amongst cattle was great for want of
water. He hoped that this Government,
and the future Government represented
by hon. members at present on the
Opposition side of the House, would not
forget there was a place in the North
which deserved their attention. In
regard to the magazines, he asked the
Commissioner of Railways to take prompt
action in removing them from Owen's
Anchorage,

Tae PREMIER: The matter was
discussed last session, and he then said
he would look inte it and see what could
be done. He made inquiries, and was
not aware that the magazines had not
been fenced in. He thought instructions
were given a long while ago to have
themn fenced in; but there had been a
great difficulty in finding a suitable place
to remove the magazines to. Some of his
(the Premier’s) friends, thinking that
perhaps we might agk them to remove
their places, eaid, “Remove yours,”
although the Government were there a
long time before those people came and
interfered. However, he was quite
willing for the magazines to be moved;
but where were they to be moved to?

M=r. A, Forrest: Further down.

Tes PREMIER: Numbers of reports
had heen received. Some said: “Go
down to Woodman's Point,” but the race-
course and quarantine station were there.
He suggested the island, but the mercan-
tile community were against that.

Me. IiniveworrE: That was the
place.

Tug PREMIER gsaid he suggested
going on to the Darling Ranges, but even
that did not meet with approval. People
wanted o be able to get at combustibles
easily and quickly, and were afraid to
have those combustibles anywhere near
them. Instructions were given that no
other zines were fo be built on the
present site.  If any had been built since
those instructions were given, he would
have to ask the reason.

Me. Geowek: The present ones had
been enlarged.
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Tae PREMIER: There waa no right
to do that after instruction was given not
to build any more. Still the people were
in great difficulty because they did not
know where to put the stuff. The only
thing was {o put magazines on the island,
and if that were agreed to, we could go
to work at once. = Supposing, however,
it were proposed to carry that into effect,
the member for North Fremantle might
send a deputation next day, protest-
ing against the removal of the maga-
zines.

Mz. Douerry: No.

Tae PREMIER: That would be
remembered. As to what was required
at Wyndham, a difficuty existed there.
There was no water near the port, and it
would probably cost a good many thou-
sands of pounds to find a supply.

Mgz, GroreE: Could not a pipe track
be put there ¥

Tre PREMIER : No; we bad enough
on our hands in the way of pipe tracks at
the present time. There was a sum of
money on the Estimates for survey and
exploration, 8o as to find out what could
be deme. He quite recognised that
something should be done, and in his
opinion the cheapest way of all would be
to bring down sowe pipes from Parry's
lagoon, 10 or 12 miles from the township
of Wyndham, where there was water. A
small pump and well gave 200 gallons per
day,and the supply was now better than it
had been. The Government were glad
to do anything they could with the
means at their disposal, but it was no
use for members to think of adding to
these Estimates. That was an absolute
impoesibility, unless we were going to
have a deficit, and he did not think any-
one would ask him to add to the estimates
to a larger exient than already decided
on, for pay ment of members would swallow
up the balance and a little more. Mem-
bers knew there was a balance of only
£7,000, and, if we made anr further
addition to the Estimates, the balance
sheet would show a deficit. He was
anxious to do the best he could for all, to
assist them in their districts. Whether
a member supported the Government or
not, was not taken into consideration,
although, perhaps, the Government liked
those who supported them a little beiter
than those who did not. Still, as he said,
the Government never made any difference
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in regard to the districts, but tried to do
what was just o everyone.

Me. CONNOR: If the magazines were
removed from the present site, that site
would be a very valuable asset, for it
could be sold for settlement. At present
the magazines blocked extension of popu-
lation in that direction, because people
would not go near them. If the course
suggested were adopted, not only would
the sale of the land produce sufficient to
cover the expenses of building the new
magazines, but would also give a revenue.

Mzr. HIGHAM: One admitted there
was a good deal of dissatisfaction resulting
from the proximity of the magazines to
the town of Fremantle, but he contended
that a great deal more dissatisfaction
would exist, if we insisted that these
magazines should be shifted to one of
the islands. It was quite possible to
find within easy distance from Fremantle
a site suitable for the magazines, and a
site where any possible explosion would
not affect the town of Fremantle or any
of its suburbs. Under the municipality
by-laws only very small quaniities of
explosives could be handled at a time,
and if the magazines were placed on one
of thess islands, either the trader or the
consumer must suffer to a considerable
extent. An extension of the Owen's
Anchorage railway to the South-West
would enable Collie coal to be consumed
at Fremantle ata very much cheaper rate,
and at the same time it would open up
for cultivation and settlement & large
area of good garden ground. If provision
were made on the Loan BEstimates, and
that extension took place, there would be
many spots on either of which the

magazines might be placed without any.

rigk to surrounding population.

M=z. DOHERTY: The member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Higham) was simply speak-
ing for one or two firms who had waga-
zipes at Owen’s Anchorage; and the
entire population of the Fremantles ought
not to run the risk of annihilation for
the sake of those firms. Even supposing
mine owners had to pay a little more for
their powder or dynamite, it was better
tbat should be done than that the people
of Fremantle should suffer entire destruc-
tion.

Mr. MITCHELL: Fault-finding and
complaint were getting almost as fashion-
able as crook-handled wallking sticks, and
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he thought he might be allowed to male
a complaint himself. He was sorry to see
there was nothing on the Estimates for a
new roads board at Paradise Gully, a
board which had been promised by the
Commissicner of Crown Lands during a
visit to the North earlier in the year.
Some information should be given as to
whether that promise was to be carried
out.

Mr. GREGORY: The grant which
had been referred to was not applied for
by him, but his attention had been drawn
to the fact that a promise had been made
by the late Commissioner of Railways,
and it was pleasing fto see that the
Premier was willing to give the amount
originally promised. Roads boards, such
as the North Coolgardie board, ought to
be assisted by the Government, especially
when those bodies showed a disposition
to tax themsélves, ay had the board in
question to the extent of one shilling in
the pound.

TeEE PREMIER:
up there—mines ?

Mr. GREGORY: There were the
mines, and the townships of Leonora,
Malcolm, and other places.

Mr. EINGSMILL: Had the Com-
miesioner of Public Works sericusly
considered whether the colony would not
be better without roads boards? In
South Australia the roads were under a
Government department, and the plan
had worked with wonderful success.

Tar Premier: Some millions had
been spent on roads in South Australia.

M=z, KINGSMILL: Not millions;
but, at any rate, the roads were more
cheaply made in that colony than in
Western Australia, and were more easily
kept in repair.  He had been a member
and chairman of roads boards on several
occasions, and the impression he got was
that, while some boards did a large
amount of good, the members were
honorary, and could not be expected to
take the interest which ‘was actually
pecessary, and the roads were not looked
after as they would be under a regularly
organised Government department.

Trr COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The present system of roads
boards gave local control and resulted in
some very good work, and this was not
the time to make any alteration, because
the boards did the work cheaper than it

‘What property was
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would be done by any special depart-
ment.

Me. LOCKE: The amount on the
Estimates for roads boards, instead of
£40 000, ought to be £80,000, because
as u member of such bodies for a number
of years he kuew they had done really
good work, in the Southern portion of
the colony at any rate. He hoped this
grant would not be attacked, because, as
he had said, the amount was mot more
than half sufficient.

Mr. KINGSMILL: There were no
serious designs on his part on the roads
vote of £40,000.

Me. WALLACE: The amount placed
on the Bstimates this year for roads and
bridges was the same as last year. Exces-
sive rains had fallen throughout the
colony and the roads were in » bad state.
The Government had met the demands
of some districts by giving special votes.
‘When this sum was being allocated he
hoped the Director of Public Works
would give some of the money to back
country places, und not allow municipali-
ties to swallow up the whole of the
£40,000.

Mr. GEORGE: Wounld the Minister
give some explanation of the item
* Postages and private letter box rents,”
£1,000. TLast year £1,800 was voted, but
oniy £1,149, and the unexpended balance
was put down as £22.

Tae Premier : The £22 wasg owing at
the end of the year.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: Some expla-
nation was required in regard to the item
“ Railway fares, £1,000.” TLast year
£2,300 was voted and only £955 expended.
What was the amount for ?

Tae PREMIER: The amount was to
pay the railway fares of officers of the
Works Department.

Me. GEORGE: The item ‘r Office
accommodation rented, £1,000,” required
explanation. Had not the Government
sufficient accommodation of their own.

Mr. PIESSE: This amount was for
the rents of buildings which were leased
in different parts of the city. There was
8 buoilding which was occupied at the
corner of Pier and Hay streets which was
rented for public purposes; also several
other buildings. This item formerly

amounted to £4,000, but bad been reduced

to £1,000.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. GeorGE: It was not on last year's
Estimates.

Mr. PIESSE: Tt was under Public
Buildings last year.

Mz. GEORGE: In view of the
retrenchment last year was there not
sufficient accommeodation in the public
buildiugs for all the public servants ¥

Tes Premier: The offices were leased
some time ago, and cvuld not be got rid of.

Mr. GEOQORGE: A former member for
the Gascoyne (Mr. Sholl) on one occasion
drew special attention to the amount set
down for payment of rents for offices for
public officials, and it was pointed out on
behalf of the Government, that when the
new buildings, which were then in course
of erection, were completed the rent ques-
would be remedied. There had since
been drastic retrenchment, and still there
was this item of rent. For the Premier
to say the item represented old leases,
ghowed he wag either trying to  bluft”
hon. members, or was suffering from loss
of memory. If statements made in
former sessions were correct, there were
no leases.

Tae Premrer: What statements ?
There were leases, he believed; and if
not, more accommodationr was required
than could be provided in Government
buildings.

Me. GEQRGE: Nonsense!
the new wing was added to the public
buildings, hon. members were told that
on its completion the whole staff could
be there accommodated. The staff of
the Public Works and certain other
departments had since been reduced by
some 50 per cent., and still there was
thig item of rents. He would move that
the item be struck out.

Trere PremiEr: Last year the amount
paid was larger.

Me. GEORGE : Then find the item on
last year's Estimates.

Tae PrEMIER: Whatever was said
last year was doubtless correct. There
was a suite of offices occupied by the Law
Department on lease.

Mz. GEORGE : That would not come
under “ Public Works."”

Tae Premier: The Public Works
Departinent paid for all the buildings
rented.

Mz, Presse: Yes.

M=z. IiLiNewoRTH:
amount last year?

‘When

What was the
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Tae PREMIER: To discuss the
matter was puerile. This money was
not thrown away. He had personally
tried to get rid of this expenditure.
Some years ago, in the *boom” timse,
when offices were difficult to get, it had
been found impossible to get accommo-
dation for short periods, and leases had
to be taken for terms of years. This
matter had been threshed out last year.
No new buildings had been rented sinee,
and those now rented were being gradually
abandoned. The Crown Law Depart-
ment, the Agricultural Bank, and a few
other offices, were rented from private
owners ; and the leases would expire in a
few months. He would not be badgered
by the hon. member (Mr. Gteorge).

Me. GEORGE: Even the meanest
member had & right to information, and
the Premier's statements were not as
accurate as they should be. The Premier,
the ex-Director of Works, and the new
Director, had searched in vain for the
alleged item on last year's Estimates;
therefore it seemed this was a new item.

Ms. IvvivewortrE: It had that
appearance.

Tre Premier: It was certainly not
new.

M=z. GEORGE: To get more infor-
mation, he moved that progress be
reported. .

Motion put and negatived.

Mzr. PIESSE : This item was for rents
of buildings occupied by the Police
Department, in the Terrace; by the
Agricnltural Bureau, in the Waest
Australian Chambers; by the Crown
Law Department and the Agricultural
Bank, 1 Hay street; and by the
Lands Department, in Cathedral Lane.
These were all held on leases which
expired in a few months; and as far as
possible the officers would then be housed
in public buildings. Recently, when it
was proposed to erect the building now
being erected at the rear of the Post
Office, arrangements had to be made
for accommodating the officers of the
Eogineer-in-Chief’s Department, and it
was suggested that the Government
should take over buildings in the city
which would have cost & thousand a year.
Other arrangements were made, and £500
per annum saved. These rents at one
time amounted to £4,000,'and had now
been reduced to £1,000.
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Me. IrrisgwoRTH: What about the’
expendifure last year ?

Me, WILSON : The Committes would
doubtless accept the explanation of the
late Director of Works; still the member
for the Mwray (Mr. George) was right
in challenging the item, which, as it
appeared on the Estimates, would lead
members o suppose it was a new vote.

TeE PrEmier: All knew it was not
new.

Mzr. WILSON: It was apparently a
fresh item, and there was no note of
explanation.

Tes PrEmisr: No doubt it had pre-
viously been charged in the *'incidental”
vote. He would give full information at
the next sitting.

Mg, GEORGE: Much discussion
would have been saved had the Premier
said that before.

Mr. DOHERTY : The Premier should
assure the House that instead of spend-
ing £10,000 as was proposed, on this old
Legislative Assembly building, new Parlia-
ment Houses would be erected on the site
of the old barracks, St. George's Terrace.
Every member of the House would agree
that £10,000 ought not to be spent on
thie building. He wished the Premier
would give information.

Tue PREMIER: The House yester-
day, or the day before, appointed a Select
Committee to look into this matter. The
Committee had their first meeting to-day,
and hoped to meet again on Saturday,
and perbaps they might be able to bring
up their report on Monday or Tuesday.
Not sixpence would be spent on fhis
building until the House had an oppor-
tunity of discussing the subject and
coming to a decision about it.

Ttem, Insurance Public Buildings,
Marine Risks, etc., £4,000: ;
Ms. GREGORY; Were the public
buildings at present insured, and if so
t0 what extent? Did the Government
intend to expend £4,000, as shown on
the Estimates ? Last year £1,500 was
passed by the House for the purpose
of insuring the public buildings, but the

Government actually expended £35.

Mge. Piessz: The money was paid out
of the contingency vote.

Tee DiexoTor oF PusrLic WORKS:
The public buildings were insured.

Tue PreMiER: They bad been insured
for years.
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Me. Piesse: They were insured for
£870,000.

Tag PREMIER : The only thing that
ocourred to one was that the money was
paid last year out of the Contingency
vote, and the small sum referred to was
a little balance afterwards.

Ttem, Engineer-in-Chief, £1,500:

Mz. GEORGE : One would like to ask
the hon. member in charge of the
Engineering branch, whether he had ever
considered the necessity of dealing with
thig officer adequately and fairly in con-
nection with the important works he had
to undertake. This officer had been
responsible for designing and carrying
out great public works which had been
of immense importance to the colony, and
yet his salary was only a miserable sum
of £L500 a year. One would like to
know if the Government intended to take
this matier into consideration during the
coming year. He thought the Engineer-
in-Chief deserved a bigger salary.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS : What bad been said was very
complimentary to the Engineer-in-Chief,
and if it was the desire of the House, the
matter would be dealt with. We could
not, however, increase the sum this
year.

Ttem, Assistant Superintendent of
Public Works, £500:

Me. DOHERTY: What were the
duties required of this officer? Was he
an engineer ?

Tre Direcror oF Purric Worgs:
He was not an engineer. He was, he
(the Director) believed, Under Secretary
to the Engineer-in-Chief.

Mr. Georoe: What was his name ?

Tae Dirgcror or PverLic Works:
Mr. Salter.

Mr. DOHERTY said he wanted to
know the qualifications of this officer.
‘Was he a civil engineer ?

Teae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: No; he was an architeet,
and he did his work very well. He was
thoroughly qualified : practically be was
Under Secretary to the Engineer-in-Chief.

Mz. DOHERTY: Then he should
appear on the Estimates as Under Secre-
tary.

Mz. GroreE said he believed this
officer was Chief Draftsman. He was
all right in his own way, but was in the
wrong place.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Works vote.

Tee Direcror oF Pusric Womks:
He was Assistant Superintendent of
Public Works.

Mg. DOHERTY : Perbaps the member
for the Williams (Mr. Piesse) could give
information,

Me. PIESSE : This was an officer who
had been gome ten or twelve years in the

ublic service. He had been engaged
or some time in the office of the Engineer-
in-Chief. He was an architect by pro-
fession, and was subsequently transferred
to the Architectural division. On the
return of the Engineer-in-Chief from
England, when Mr. McDonald's services
were dispensed with, thie officer took up
the position of Assistant Superintendent
of Public Works, and he was acting in
almost the capacity of Under Secrelary.
He did a great deal of clerical work m
the office of the Engineer-in.Chief. The
whole of the work filtered through bim to
the Engineer-in.Chief.

Mz. DOHERTY: The deseription in
the Estimates was misleading.

M=z. GEORGE: Mr. O'Connor called
this officer his chief clerk. On page 69
we had the Architectural division men-
tioned, and at the head of the office we
had the Superintendent of Public Build-
ings, whilst lower down we had the Chief
Inspector of Works, and if the proper
title for this officer was Assistant Super-
intendent of Public Works, let him go
into the Architectural division. We
ghonld be very careful what titles we gave
to officers, and officers should be allocated
to their proper positions.

Tex DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Engineer-in-Chief was
really the Buperintendent of Public Works.
This officer was a well-kmown gentleman
in Perth, whe had been in the service 12
vears. The salary had Dbeen passed for
two or three years, and one was surprised
at this matter being questioned. There
was no increase of salary, and, as he
bad stated, this gentleman had been in
the service 50 long, one could not quite
understand the reason for this action.

Me, GEORGE: Not a word had been
said this evening against the qualifica-
tions of the gentleman who held this
position ; but this gentleman figured on
the Estimates as Assistant Superinten-
dent of Public Works. If that was his
position, and he was qualified for it,
bhe should appear in the Architectural
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division. The matter was brought before
the Director of Public Works, who could
se¢ the feeling of the Committee.

Me. Movaek: Two members only.

MEe. GEORGE : The Director of Public
Works could see the opinion of hon.
members of the Commiftee, and whether
there were one or a dozen members,
they had a right to expect the Minister
would give this matter cousideration, and
aee that the title given to this gentleman
was according to his work. If this officer
were fully qualified, why did he not stick
in the department where he had a chance
of proper classification ?

Tae Directror or Pubrnic WoRrEgs:
This was only a question of title, and if
the House did not like the title, a motion
could be submitted to alter it.

Me. DOHERTY moved that the officer
be designated ¢« Chief Clerk to the
Engineer-in-Chief.”

Mz. PIESSE: It would be betier to
leave the question of the title to the
Minister to deal with later on. To call
this gentleman Chief Clerk, would perhaps
clagsh with other officers in the depart-
ment.

Me. DOHERTY : This officer seemed
to object to be called a clerk, but he
ought to be given his right title. He
desired to appear as a professional man,
butb apparently he was not in his right
department.

Me. MONGER: Ii was suprising that
such a paltry motion should have been
submitted. It was énfra dig. for hon.
members to vent their private spleen, if
they had any, against any individual or
particular officer in the Goveroment
service, and it was surprising that the
member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty) and the member for the Murray
(Mr. George} should have attacked this
officer in the way they had. It was an
ordinary principle of parlamentary
etiquette not to attack individualg who
were not in a position to reply, and there
was no reason why the title which this
gentleman had held for several years
should be altered.

Mr. GEeowrekE: The man was not
attacked, and not one word had heen said
against him.

Mze. MONGER : There was some little
personality somewhere, or nothing would
have been heard about the matter, and
he hoped the question would be left in
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the hands of the Director of Public
Works.

Mr. MITCHELL: No attack had been
made on the officer, but if any atall, on
the designation of the office. This
geutleman, although he was called some-
thing else, was chief clerk in the depart-
ment, and yet it appeared there was
another chief clerk.

Mr. DOHERTY: In 1896 the En-
gineer-in-Chief described this gentleman
as his chief clerk, but Mr, Salter appeared
to he a wonderful individual, who was at
once a time-table maker, an honorary
secretary, chief clerk, and assistant super-
intendent, while all the time he never
left the office, and did not know where
the public works were.

Mr. J. F. T. HASSELL: This gentle-
man had been in the service for several
years, and had given satisfaction, and
there was no reason why he should not
retain the title which had been given
him,

Tee PREMIER: It would be a pity
to interfere with the title of this office,
because, after all, what was there in a
name? This gentleman had had this
title for three years, and there appeared
to be no reason why it should be altered
now.

M=r. XmvesMriL: Who was Superin-
tendent of Public Works ?

Tane PREMIER: Mr. Bell. If the
title of this office were objected to as
being high sounding, offence might be
given to this gentleman, and there wasno
desire to offend any officer without very
good reason. There appeared to be no
clashing of interests, and it was to be
hqu the title would not be interfered
with.

Me. EINGSMILL: Mr. Bell, accord-
ing to the Bstimates, appeared to be the
Superintendent of Public Buildings, so
that the Premier was wrong in that
respect.

Tae DIRECTOR OF  PUBLIC
WORKS: Practically the Engineer-in-
Chief was Superintendent of Public
‘Works, and then came the Under
Secretary, Mr. Julll In 1896 Mr.
O’Connor deseribed this officer as his
chief clerk, but four years had elapsed
since then. If he could find another
title for this officer before the Estimates
were passed, he would nformm hon.
members. ‘
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Mg. A. FORREST: There was no
reason why we should not alter the title
of this officer, who did not do the work to
bear out the title. Perhaps it would be
better to call him Under-Secretary of the
Engineer-in-Chief. o call a man Super-
intendent of Public Works when he was
not Superintendent of Public Works
seemed to be absurd. He would support
the title “ Under Secretary” or * Chief
Clerk.”

Mr. WILSON: Hon. members were
wasting time. It did not matter what
this officer was styled so long as he did
his work. The officer acted as a filter,
and he was a very good filter indeed to
the Engineer-in-Chief. No man could
see the Engineer-in-Chief unless Mr.
Salter liked. The officer was doing the
work he was employed for—to keep
members and others from the Engineer-
in-Chief when that officer was engaged
on important work.

Me. DOHERTY said he would have
to press the amendment.

Mz, LOCEE: Members should take
the assvrance of the Director of Public
‘Works that he would look into this
matter. It did not matter much to
members whether the officer was styled a
“filter,” Assistant Engineer-in-Chief, or
chief clerk, as long a5 he earned the
salary.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes e B
Noes . 19

Majority against ... 14

Noxg,
Mr. Connor
Mr. Dorldt
Sir John Forrest
Mr, Grggory
Mr. J, F. T. Hogsell
Mr. Hubble
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Locke
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. Moorhead

ATES.
Mr, A, Forrest
Mr. George
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Kingamill
Bir. Doherty (Toltor).

Mr. W,
Mr. Olingworth (Tsller),

Amendment thus negatived.

Me. DOHERTY, referring to item
 Engineer-in-Charge (also of general
water supply), £100,” asked for explana-
tion. :

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Tar PREMIER: The officer received
another salary under the Loan Eatimates.

Ter DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES: The two salaries combined
made £700, which sum was not larger
than that paid to similar officers. This
officer attended to the Covlgardie Water
Supply and to the Roads and Bridges.

Me. DOHERTY, referring to item
* Resident Engineer, £325,” asked where
was this officer.

Mk. Piesse: At Roebourne.

Mr. Kivesury: He travelled up and
down the Nor’-West coast.

Mg, DOHERTY, referring to item
 Julbarragop, Bridge over Blackwood
River and approaches, £520,” said this
seemed s large amount.

Me. LOCKE : This work had been
discussed last year, and deserved more
attention than it had received. The
Blackwood was the largest river in
one of the most fertile portions of the
colony, where there was considerable
settlement. As the bridge had been
built, objections came too late. In addi-
tion to this £520, he would ask for £200
or £300 for approaches.

M=r. GEORGE : £10 9s. was expended
last year, and that might have been in
making plans. Were we to understand
that the contract would be let for this
bridge without a revote? He did not
wisgh to stop the work, but he believed
that when a sum of money had been voted
by this House, if that money had not
been expended at the end of the financial
year the vote lapsed.

Ter Premier: That was what was
being dene.

Me. GEQRGE: Had the Government
started this bridge and practically let the
contract without getting a revote of the
money ? .

Me. A. FORREST: Since it appeared
that Ministers did not care to reply, he
would speak. The money was voted last
year by this House, and the contracts
were let before the 30th June. The bridge
had been built and the money provided
for this year, although the contract was
let last year.

Mgr. GEORGE: The information waa
correct, but one had a right to have it
from the Director of Public Warks.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: One did not know that a mem-
ber had a right to expect this information
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from him, but the Government were
always willing to answer reasonable ques-
tions. He would have given the infor-
mation, but his friend, the member for
West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) jumped
up before him.

Ttem, Northam, Gairdner Sireet Avon
Bridge, Reconstruction, £1,700:

M=x. MONGER : There seemed to be a
desire on the part of some hon. members
to discuss every item on the schedule,
If that were to be the modus operandi,
there were several questions which apper-
tained to the district of the member for
the Murray (Mr. George) to which one
would take particular exception. He
would like to ask with regard to the item,
Northam, Gairdner Street, Avon River
Bridge, Reconstruction, £1,700, whether
the Government intended to spend only
£8 14s. 4d. next year.

Tage DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: That was the amount spent
last year.

Mg. MongER: Were the Grovernmnent
going? to spend only a similar amount this

ear

d Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The only hope one had was
that the Government would not want to
spend more than the sum on the Esti-
mates. The Government cut their gar-
ment according to their cloth, and would
see that no more money was expended
than was necessary.

Ttems, Serpentine Bridge on Main road
to No. 6 Mill, £200; Serpentine, Lake-
maan’s Bridge on Jarrahdale road, £100:

Me. A. FORREST said he would like
to know whether these two works were
absolutely necessary.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The works were necessary,
otherwise they would not appear on these
Estimates. The sum was not very much
altogether, being only £300, and it was
not at all necessary to dispute it.

Mr. GEORGE : The member for York
(Mr. Monger} seemed to be in a hyper-
critical mood this evening, and without
any due regard to the privileges of hon,
members, he had threatened to stay all
night if others wanted to do so. Onme
did not take any notice of this threat, or
any threats of any other member, but if
we had not the right to criticise the ex-
penditure, why were the Estimates placed
before us ? Members had a right to ask
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for information on every item, and to
expect that information to be given
decently and respectfully by members in
charge of departments. It was not laid
down in the Standing Orders that it was
the duty of Ministers to give an explan-
ation with regard to these items, but it
was an unwritten law that they should do
80,

Me. ILLINGWORTH asked for
some explanation in regard to the item,
¢ Sinclair’s Crossing Bridge, £500.”

Tur PREMIER said the amount was
for a bridge across a place on the Avon
River, three or four miles from Newcastle,
and on the main road to what was known
as Irishtown. The causeway had beenin
existence there for a long time, but people
had great difficulty in crossing in heavy
winters such as that just now closed.

Me. A, Foremsr: There was a very
good crossing at any time of the year, and
the causeway had met requirements for
40 years.

Tar PREMIER: It had been repre-
gented that a bridge was very much
required at this peint in the winter, though
not in the summer, and this was one of
the muin roads from the agtienltural
country north to Northam. It would be
some months béfore the work was put in
hand, and it was not anticipated more
than £500 would be required befora the
end of the financial year.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The explana-
tion was not satisfactory, not because the
bridge might not be a good work, but for
the reason we were committing future
Parliaments to sums of money. There
was a work which was to cost £1,350, for
which £1,000 only was voted; another
work to cost £1,600, for which only £500
was t0 be voted ; and a third work to cost
£2,200, for which only £1,200 was asked.
In the first place he desired to thank the
Government for givinz on the Estimates
information which had not been given in
previous years, am estimate of what a
work was to cost, but we were voting
gums of monev and committing future
Parliaments to larger snms.

Mer. DOHERTY moved that progress
be reported.

Me. A. FORREST: The hon. member
for the Murray had threatened the House.
He had asked for a tumbler of water, and
had threatened to speak until all hours of
the morning.
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Tue CHarEMaN: The hon. member
-could stop all night if he liked.

Mz. GEORGE said he wished to speak
to a question of privilege.

Tae CoairmaN : The question to
report progress would. be put first.

Mg, GEORGE said he claimed privi-
lege. DBefore the question to report
progréss was put, he had risen to address
the Chair,

Tee Caareman: The hon. member
fﬁ(;r North Fremantle had caught his eye

at.

Mz. GEORGE: As a question of privi-
lege, he wished to refer to the statement
made by the member for West Kimberley.
Under the Standing Orders of the House
he (Mr. George) was entitled to give an
explanation. If the Chairman refused
him, he wounld appeal to the Speaker.

Motion (progress) put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave asked to
sit again.

ME. GEORGE :
be now heard ?

TrE SPEARER:
what point.

Question—that the Committee have
leave to sit again—put and passed.

Have I not a right to

I do not know omn

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at twelve minutea
past 11 o'cloek, until the next Tuesday.

{COUNCIL.]

Hospital Funds.

Legislative Touncil,
Tuesday, 13th November, 1900.

Papers presented—Petition: Patent Bill—Question :
Hospitalsand Government Funds—Question : Print.
Ofice and Monotype Machines -~ Question :
Locomotive Workshops, Timekeeper degraded—
guestion: Sparks from Railway Engines—Fremantle
ways Bill, recommittal, third rendivg—Pay-
ment of Members Bill, second reading, in Com.
mittes, Suggestions (2) to Assembly—Land Act
Amendment Bill, Recommittal, progress—Noxioug
Weeds Bill, in Committee, Clause 7 to end, re-
ported—Adjournment.

Tee PRESTDENT took the Chair at
4:30 o'clock, pan.

PRAYEES.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CoroNIAL SgoreTARY: I, Plan
of proposed loop line of railway, Kal-
goorlie-Goumballa ; 2, Coolgardie Water
Scheme Cement Supplies, return as
ordered ; 3, Statistical Office, Registrar
General's Report; 4, Loan Fstimates.
Ordered to lie on the table.

L

PETITION—PATENT BILL.

How, C. Sommers presented a peti-
tion from the Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie
Chamber of Mines, in favour of the
Patent Acts Amendment Bill.

Petition received and read.

QUESTION—HOSPITALS AND GOVERN-
MENT FUNDS.

Hor. A. JAMESON asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, The manper in which
assisted hospitals obtain funds from the
Government. 2, How have such funds
been distributed. 3, If any correspond-
ence in connection with the subject has
passed between the Grovernment and the
recipients during the past three yeam.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied :—1 and 2z, A £ for £ subsidy
ia given on all subseriptions or donations;
the Government reserving fo itself the
right to limit the total amount according
to the importance and needs of each
institution, such needs being ascertained
from a monthly return made by the
hospital committee upon the accompany-
ing printed forms, The sum of £1 5s.
paid for each indigent patient treated at
the hospital, such patient to be properly
certified to as being in destitute circum-
stances ; no subscriber to the hospital



